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32. Competent authority for these purposes is the Director General (Road Development), Govern-
ment of India, Ministry of Shipping and Transport (Roads Wing) or persons authorised by him
on his behalf. The officers authorised by Director General (Road Development) to accord per-
mission for specific cases of felling trees are mentioned as under
(i) The Regional Officer of the Ministry, for the felling of trees (including cutting of branches), on the National

Highways and the land appurtenant thereto, after satisfying himself that the need for such cutting/felling actually
exists and arrangement has been made to plant new trees. Regional Officers shall submit a report of felling
authorised by him to the Ministry soon after doing so.

(ii) State Chief Engineer dealing with National Highway in cases can grant permission where cutting of only a few
trees is involved and is considered inevitable e.g. where a power line crosses a National Highway at right angle or
a single tree is to be cut because of its dangerous condition or its coming in the widened formation of the road.
Chief Engineer shall also furnish to the Director General, (Road Development) particulars of cuttings, authorised
by him immediately after he has issued the necessary authorisation to cut These powers cannot be delegated by
the Chief Engineer to lower formations. Where a whole line of trees has to be cut i.e. when an electric line has to
travel parallel to an existing highway for a long distance, the case should continue to be referred to Director
General (Road Development) or the Regional Officer of the Ministry for approval

3.3. When the plantation and maintenance of road side trees on National Highways has been han-
ded over by the State Public Works Department to State Forest Department, the Chief Engineer
concerned shall delegate his powers to the Chief Conservator of Forests who shall act as the
competent authority for permitting felling of trees etc. The Chief Engineer in such cases shall
communicate the contents of this letter to Forest Department for compliance and keep
associated with them with regard to planning and implementation of proper road side planta-
tion programme through periodical reviews (quarterly or half yearly) and intimate the progress
in case of original works in the quarterly reports being furnished to this Ministiy. The planning
and implementation of landscaping work, however, shall remain with the State Public Works
Department

4. Maintenance of trees and plantation of new ones on existing roads should be done from funds allot-
ted for maintenance and repairs of National Highways. In special cases original work sanctions could
be considered for planting new trees on existing roads provided there is justification. These sanctions
will be on the basis of detailed estimate. For byepasses and new constructions the project-estimates
should provide for plantation and/or landscaping.

5. Revenues from Trees
Under Section 4 of the National Highways Act, 1956, the property of all land appurtenant to a

National Highway and such structures, fences, trees etc mentioned in that section fall within that
land,vests in the Central Government. As scuh, the receipt and revenues from avenue trees etc should
be credited to the appropriate Central head of account

6. It is requested that the circular may be brought to the notice of all concerned officers in the Public
Works Department dealing with National Highways with instructions to comply with it

702.3.
D.O. No. NHIII-P/15/75 Dated the 31st July. 1976
To

All Chief Engineers of State PWDs and UT Admns. dealing with National Highways (By name)

Subject : Landscaping along Narional Highways

The Ministry has been emphasising the need for landscaping and plantation of trees along the
National Highways time and again. Our circular letter of even number dated the 20th May, 1976, giving
guidelines in this respect refers.

2. With the advent of the monsoon season, the time is presently opportune to undertake a big drive for
landscaping and plantation on the National Highways. This will coincide with the public campaigns and
vanamahotsavs' under way in different parts of the country for mass plantation of trees.

3. To make the landscaping programme a success, it is requested that a senior officer in your Depart-
ment may be entrusted with the responsibility for arranging large scale plantation of trees and flowering
ilijuhs along different stretches oi the National Highways and keeping a track of the progress. Advice of
horticultural specialists may be obtained where necessary. I will be grateful if urgent action is taken and
results of landscaping effort intimated to us after three months.
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