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on National Highways, vide circulars of even number dated 20th May, 1976 and 3rd August, 1979. These
instructions, inter alia, stipulated that as trees located on the roadway or embankments slopes constitute a
potential hazard to vehicles going off the carriageway and hitting against them, these should be replaced
systematically by alternative plantation. While the State PWDs and other agencies would have initiated
action on these lines, there may still be a number of trees falling under this category waiting for removal.
Till such time these trees are removed and replaced by alternative plantation, it is necessary in the interest
of traffic safety that their presence should be brought out prominently so that motorists take due care to
avoid hitting them and getting involved in accidents. For this purpose, the following guidelines are sugges-
ted for implementation.

(i) on straight sections, roadside trees falling within the ioadwajrand the side slopes should be white washed upto a height
of 1.5 m above the road level;

(ii) on horizontal curves such trees as at iil arrive should also be white washed upto a height on 1.5 m above the road level
but in bands each 0.3 m high, with space oetween each 0J m height left blank to the natural colour of the tree or given
dark colour wash.

2 In certain areas, emptybitumen drums or similar objects are used for delineating the roadway edges.
Till such time a better delineation system is evolved, it is suggested that the drumsand similar objects at the
roadway edges be white/dark colour washed in equal alternate bands, each 0.3 m height
3. It is requested that the contents of this circular may be brought to the notice of all concerned in your
Department dealing with National Highways Work for implementation.

702.10.

LETTER m 7.11/82-FRY (?) DT. THE 1ST APRIL 1982 OF THE INSPECTOR GENERAL OF FORESTS MINISTRY OF AGRICUL-
TURE ADDRESSED TO SECY.. BORDER ROAD DEVELOPMENT BOARD.DG OF WORKS CPWD, SECRETARIES OF PWD OF ALL
STALES

Subject : New 20-Point Programme

As you might be aware afforestation, social forestry and farm forestry are included in the new 20-
point programme formulated by the Prime Minister. Planting of trees along the sides of roads is a part of
the social forestry programme. In many States, the strips adjoining roads have been transferred to the
forest departments for planting of trees and the work is already being carried out However, in view of the
new 20-point programme, it is necessary to ensure that all roadsides are planted with trees either by the
forest department or by the public works departments or by the agency responsible for maintenance of the
roads. This will apply to all types of roads viz. National Highways, State Highways, District roads and
Village roads. Since, forest departments have the technical expertise regarding plantation of trees, it would
be preferable if areas along the roads are transferred to forest departments for the purpose. However, where
this is not feasible for some reason, planting should be done by the agencies which are in-charge of the
roads.1 therefore, request you to issue necessary instructions in the matter.
2. For the purpose of monitoring achievements under the new-20 point programme, it is necessary where
planting is done by agencies other than the forest department, information about the number of trees
planted by such agencies is given to the local divisional forest officer, as soon as the planting work is over.

1 70211.
Government of India

Ministry of Agriculture
Department of Agriculture & Cooperation

New Delhi

No.3-4/82-FRY(P) Dated the 5th May, 1982

To
The Chief Conservators of Forests/Heads of Forest Departments
(All States & concerned U.Ts.)

Subject: Centrally Sponsored Social Forestry including Rural Fnelwood Plantations Scheme

While examining the cases for the release of Central assistance for the year 1981-82 it has been obser-
ved that the progress reports are not sent by the States/U.Ts in the prescribed proforma It was possible to
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obtain information about actual expenditure upto 31st December, 1981 and anticipated expenditure for the
last quarter of the year only after repeated reminders, telegrams and telephone calls. Such a position
creates difficulties in properly examining the individual cases and results in avoidable delays in release of
funds.

The Inspector General of Forests had also emphasised in the meetings of the Sanctioning Committee
and also during the Conference of Chief Conservators of Forests and Managing Directors of Forest
Development Corporations held in New Delhi on 25th and 26th February, 1982 that the progress reports,

indicating physical and financial achievements should be sent to this Ministry in time so that timely
release of Central assistance is ensured

Another point that has been observed is that the major portion of the expenditure is incurred during
the last quarter of financial year. This makes it difficult to convince the Internal Finance of the need to
fully release the balance Central assistance earmarked I would, therefore, also request you that to ensure
right from the beginning of the financial year that the tempo of work is uniform throughout the year. This
will also help to achieve the targets fully.

It is further requested that the proposals for 1982-83, under the scheme may be sent to this Ministry
latest by 15th of May, 1982 so that administrative approval is issued in time. Please make sure that your
proposal for 1982-83 is accompanied by the progress report for 1981-82 indicating physical and financial
achievements without which it will not be possible for this Ministry to issue the administrative approval for
1982-83 and to release the first instalment of Central assistance. A proforma for indicating the physical/
Financial achievements for 1981-82 is enclosed

From 1982-83, a separate budget head for Tribal areas has been opened for the Grants to be released
to. the State/U.T Govts, under this scheme. Your proposals for 1982-83 should clearly indicate the pro-
gramme of work to be undertaken in the general area and in the Tribal Sub-plan area separately so that
funds to be released under the appropriate budget heads can be clearly indicated in the orders about
release of funds.

An immediate action in the matter is requested

PROGRESS REPORT 1981-82
CENTRALLY SPONSORED SOCIAL FORESTRY SCHEME “ SOCIAL FORESTRY INCLUDING

RURAL FUEL-WOOD PLANTATIONS”.
Amount — Rs in lakhs

SL Na Items Unit Physical
Programme approved Achievements made

Financial (including Central assistance)
AmountSancdoend Amount spent

1 2 3 4 5 6 7
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EXTRACTS OF PENAL CLAUSES FROM INDIAN
FORESTS ACT, 1927-CHAPTER IX

PENALTY AND PROCEDURES (PAGE 31)
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Penalty for counterfeiting or defacing
marks on trees and timbers and for altering
boundary marks.

63 Whoever, with intent to cause, damage or injury to the public or to any per-
son or to cause wrongful gain as defined in the Indian Penal Code'

(a) Knowingly counterfeiting upon any timber or standing tree a mark used by
Forest Officers to indicate that such timber or tree is the property of the
Government or of some person or that it may lawfully be cut or removed by
some person;or

(b) Alters defaces or obliterates any such mark placed on a tree or on timber or
under the authority of Forest Officer, or
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