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No. NHI-41 (34)/69 Dated the 6th December, 1969
To

All the State Governments/Administrations of Union Territories
(Departments dealing with National Highways)

Subject : Development of gardens on traffic rotaries and/or on road margins of National Highways-Requests from films &.
individuals

I am directed to say that requests have been received from firms and individuals of repute for permis-
sion to develop and maintain at their cost gardens on traffic rotaries and/or on road margins of National
Highways with a view to beautify the road. Often the firm or individual desire to publicise this free service
on a hoarding fixed in the garden itself. Though normally we should welcome and agree to such offers sub-
ject to the conditions that the hoarding will be uplighted and of the maximum size of 24 in. X 15 in. so as
to make it imperceptible to the vehicle drivers, the garden will be developed and maintained to the satisfac-
tion of the Engineer-in-Charge, and the garden will be vacated, if so desired, for the development of the
road or for any other public purpose in a clean condition within one month of the notice from the
EngineeMn-Charge, yet it is apprehended that once having agreed to in the case of firms or individuals of
repute, it would be difficult to refuse in the case of those of unestablished repute. The firms or individuals
of unestablished repute are likely to prove difficult when it comes to getting the National Highway land
vacated. Under the circumstance^ it has been decided not to allow firms and individuals (private bodies)
to develop and maintain gardens on traffic rotaries and/or on road margins of National Highways.

In this connection^ may be emphasised that traffic rotaries and road margins of National Highways
should always be kept tidy by Highway authorities from maintenance funds. This will keep the road
aesthetically pleasing and eliminate coming up of requests of the type mentioned above.
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No. NHm-P/15/75 Dated the 20th May, 1976
To

All State and Union Territory Governments
(Departments dealing with National Highways)

Subject : Plantation, Maintenance and cutting of Trees on National Highways

In supersession of all instructions issued vide circulars referred to in the Appendix, I am directed to
issue the following instructions on the sujbect mentioned above.

2. Plantation of Trees along National Higwhways
2.1. Location of trees

Trees should be placed at a minimum distance of 10-12 metres from the centre line of the
extreme traffic lane to provide recovery area for the vehicle that runs off the road A second row
of trees 6 m. further away will also be desirable and planted wherever possible. Preferably the
first row of trees should'consist of species with thick shade and other rows of vertical type pro-
viding thin shade. However, further road expansion programme should be kept in view while
locating the trees.

2.2. Removal and plantation of trees
Existing trees should generally be preserved as far as possible, and no indiscriminate fell-

ing of trees should be resorted while upgrading/widening and improving the highway. Trees loo-
ted on roadway or embankment slopes have proved to be potential traffic hazard to vehicles
going off the carriageway and hitting against them. Therefore, wherever the trees on National
Highways are either on the roadway itself or too close to it constituting safety hazard, these shall
be replaced systematically by alternative plantation. The existing trees by the side of the road-
way, which in the opinion of Engineer-in-Chief are serious threat to safety should be removed
immediately, after obtaining the approval of competent authority (rpfer para 3). Other trees
within 10 m of the centre line of extreme traffic lane should be removed gradually after planting
alternative trees.

2.3. Wherever there is a possibility of : (i) trees dying due to old age; (ii) removal for widening and
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1-Amended vide circular dated 26.11.1996
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