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607.1.

No. DTR (RT)/80/G(10.14) Dated the 16th February, 1982
To

All Home Secretaries/Transport Secretaries of States/Union Territories

Subject : National Highways Patrolling Scheme

This Ministry has been examining the feasibility of introducing a scheme of National Highways Patroll-
ing as a measure preventing occurrence of road accidents and enforcing traffic discipline on the National
Highways. Various aspects of the question have been discussed in detail in an interdepartmental meeting.
2. A copy of the Draft Schemeof National Highways Patrolling is enclosed. It has been prepared in consulta-

tion with the Bureau of Police Research and Development, Ministry of Home Affairs.
3. Briefly, Draft Schemeenvisages that therewould be a chain of TrafficAid Posts(TAPS) located at every 50

kms on the National Highways. The Posts will serve as the monitoringcentres for effective maintenance of traf-
fic discipline and also to flash news of accidents if and when occurred The Traffic Aid posts are to have a com-
munication network, necessray equipment and requisite man-power to do the allotted duties effectively and
efficiently. It envisges that the State Government shall administer the Traffic Aid Posts, where at the State level
oneof the DIGs of Police at Headquarters could supervise and co-ordinate its activities, who would also provide
a link as regards information of accidents to the officer in the Central Government in the Ministry of Shipping
and Transport Estimates of expenditure, both recurring and non-recurring for establishing Traffic Aid Posts
have been worked out, as given in the enclosed Draft Scheme However, this will have to be further worked out by
the State Governments on the basis of data relating to existing facilities and the proposed programme. Accord-
ing to the present assessment, each Traffic Aid Post will involve a recurring expenditure of Rs 50,000/- and non-
recurring expenditure of Rs 2.44 lakhs.
4. All the State Governments are requested to offer their views and suggestions on various aspects of the

Scheme. They are also requested to work out a suitable scheme for the respective States with detailed financial
implications including the manner in which such anexpenditurecould be met.TheScheme to be worked out by
each State should be based on the number of Trafiic Aid Posts they would be setting in the State, taking into
account the existing facilities etc.

ESTABLISHMENT OF TRAFFIC AID POSTS ALONG NATIONAL HIGHWAYS

Introduction

The road accidents especially in big cities of the country are showing an upward trend resulting in loss of precious lives and damage
to property.The total road accidents increased from 55476 in 1960* to 147651 in 1980* registering-an increase of 5% per annum. Similarly the
fatalities increased from 5106 in I960 to24085 in 1980**, resultingan increase of 7.9% per annum on an average. Although separate data on
the accidents occurring on the National Highways are not available, it is well known that the absolute number of such accidents are going
up. In Delhi, where the length of National Highways is comparatively small, 19.5% of fatal accidents and 14.2% of the total accidents occurred
on the National Highways. This highlights the seriousness of the problem of road accidents on National Highways. Moreover, unlike in
urban areas, it is becoming almost impossible to rush medical help to accidents victims in rural areas for want of a proper infrastructure in
terms ofcommunication and first-aid arrangements. It is in this context that the MinistryofShipping and Transport(Transport Wing) are
keen on establishing a system of highway patrol, backed by an effective communications net-work to flash news of accidents to Traffic Aid
Posts which have to be provided with recovery vans, mobile cranes and first-aid arrangements to attend to the people/vehicles involved in
the accidents,

* Ref : Report on Road Accidents, 1977 by Central Road Research Institue, New Delhi.
'* Motor Transport Statistics.

DUTIES OF TRAFFIC AID POST

The duties assigned to the Traffic Aid Posts are as under :
(i) to give assistance to the motoring public in matters of routes, information regarding nearest petrol pumps, hospitals and

police stations and rest houses etc,

(ii) to give assistance to the injured,

(iii) to give asistance to vehicles which have broken down, and
(iv) to convey messages regarding accidents etc., to the police stations, and
(v) to help the traffic polic in approaching defaulting motorists or in establishing the identity.

Those posts already existed in Maharashtra have been found useful for :
(a) providing better security on the highways,
(b) detection of overspeeding by vehicles.
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(c) detection of missing or stolen vehicles,
(d) detection of vehicles involved in hit and run cases,
(e) detection of smuggling of gold and other contraband goods,
(0 detection of cases of kidnapping,
(g) detection of cases of copper wire thefts,
(h) clearing traffic during journeys of VIPs,
(i) guiding the tourists with information about nearest doctors, post offices, police stations etc.

PUN FOR TRAFFIC AID POSTS

(a) Location: One Traffic Aid Post could be located at every 50 bnsalong the National Highways. It should however be ensured thattbf
traffic aid post is located at such a place where there is no overlapping with the existing Polio stations/Police outposts situated along
the National Highways, Wherever Police Stations/Police outposts are already available, additional facilities could be provided to
them to cater to the needs of new responsibilities.

(b) Staffingpattem:One Head Constable and 7 constables(2pershift) should besufficient to man the traffic aid post (+ 1 reserve) round
the clock.Theseconstables will be trained in first-aid sothat they will beable to render first-aid to the accident victims.Al I such posts
in addition could be under thedirect chargeof the SupdL,of Policeof the concerned district If the numberofsuch posts exceeds16 in
a district, thereshould be some supervisingstaff in the Distt Police Headquarters. One post of Inspector, Sub-Inspector, Assistant
Sub-Inspector each is considered sufficient for this work.

At the State level, one of the Dy. Inspector Generals of Police at the Headquarters, could supervise and coordinate the
activities of all the traffic aid posts situated in the State.

At the national level, an officer of the rank oflnspector General of Police with necessary supportingstaff can be posted in the
Ministry ) ofShipping and Transport to whom all theState DIGscan report on the accidents,casualties and road safety matters.Th c
existing DirectorateofTransport Research will assist thisoffice for theanalysis of data of road accidents for identifyingcausative fac-
tors with a view to take speedy remedial measures.The Dte. of Transport Research will have to be strengthened by providing extra
staff in order to take up the additional duties and responsibilities.

(c) Communication network : Presently most of the Police Stations are.provided with wireless communication facilities and 100%
coverage is expected soon for theentirecountry.Communication link is available among police stations.District Headquarters and
state capital and the National Capital is linked with all slate capitals.

A 25 WATT VHF set, with a range of 40-50 kms is considered sufficient for the use by Traffic Aid Posts, Provision could be
made for increasing the range, in case necessary, by modifying the antenna of the set

(d) Equipment : It is desirable to provide each Traffic Aid Post with a mobile crane and an Ambulance to attend to the Vehicle Break
down on the highways and providing immediate medical aid to the injured, involved in road accidents. But in view of the large scale
expenditure involved, to financesuch aset-up, it is suggested thatone mobilecraneand an ambulancecou Id be madeavailable to the
respective district Police headquarters for the useof theTraffle Aid Post, provided they are located within a range of 50 kms., from the
District Headquarters.Since the Traffic Aid Postscould contact the district headquarters through wireless net-work, the services of
the mobile crane and ambulance could be requisitioned without any loss of lime from the district concerned or the neighbouring
District or State. II the radial distance from the traffic aid post to the district headquarters is more than 50 Ions,, the above vehicles
may be located at the traffic aid posts itself at the rate of one such vehicle for every 2 traffic aid posts.

In addition, the trafficaid postsshould be provided with a first aid kit box,a tool boxffor attendingvehide brea kdown), a setof
extricating tools and equipments such as pick axe, portable power saw, crow bars etc, stop sign-boards (reflecting type), torch
light etc.

Financial Implication

In order towork out a realisticestimate for establishinga new-work of Traffic Aid Posts, it is necessary to have the following inform a-
tion:

(i) Data on number of Police Stations/Police outposts located along National Highways.
(ii) Whether they are provided with wireless communication net-wofk.
(iii) Distance between two such Police Stations/Police Out-posts and the distance from P.S/Poltce outpost to District

headquarters.
(iv) Length of National Highway passing through each district and the maximum and minimum distance from district

headquarters to the respective National Highway.
According to the available data, the total road length of National Highways is 31335 kms. Assuming that a check-post is to be

established at every 50 km.of National Highway.628 check-posts will be required tocover theentrie road new-work. However, this number
could be brought down after taking intoconsideration, the possibilityof entrusting the duies and responsibilities of Traffic Aid Post to the
Police Station/Police outpost already located along the National Highways.

Estimated expenditure for establishing a Traffic Aid Post is Rs.50,000/- per annum (recurring) and the non-recurring expenditure
will be around Rs. 244 lakhs the details of which are given in Annexure-1.
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Asaenrel

RECURRING EXPENDITURE PER TRAFFIC AID POST

S. No. Category Nos. Pay Scale Annual expenditure
in laichs

1. Head Constable 1 260 - 350 0.044
2. Police Constable 225 - 308 0264
3. Stationery — — 0.050
4. Maintenance of equipment etc. — — 0.142

TOTAL : 0.500
(Approx.)

NON- RECURRING EXPENDITURE PER 7 RAFF/C AID POST

S. No. Item Nos. Unit cost Expenditure in lakhs

1. Recovery Vehicle V? 3.00,000 1.500
2. Ambulance 'h 1,00.000 0.500
3. VHFSet 1 12.000 0.120
4. Tools etc. 1 5,000 0.050
5. First Aid Box 1 500 0.005
6. Furniture — — 0.015
7. Shelter 1 25,000 0.250

TOTAL : 2.440 (approx)

607.2.

No. PL-30 (29)/85 Dated the 27th March, 1985
To

All ROs/ELOs

Asyou must beaware, National Highway Patrolling Scheme hasbeen formulated by the Ministryof Ship-
pingand Transport asoneof the important measures of road safety and toenforce traffic disciplineon National
Highways. The scheme has already been launched as a pilot project on five identified sectors of National
Highways, viz. Delhi-Chandigarh (NH. 1), Ahmedabad-Surat (NH.8), Bombay-Kolhapur (NH. 4), Calcutta-
Durgapur (NH. 2) and Madras-Dindigul (N.H. 45). A brief note detailing the modalities of the envisaged
scheme together with a complement of Traffic-Aid-Posts located approx.50-60 kms with adequate equipment
and personnel is enclosed for your reference and guidance.
2. TheTAPs will serve as a monitoring centre for effective maintenance of traffic discipline and also to flash

newsof accidentsasand when theseoccur.The basicdutiesand responsibilitiesof every TAPthuscover the task
of immediate flashing of news of accident whenever any occurs, immediate removal of vehicle from the road,
provision of First-aid taking thevictims’ to the nearest medical centre, traffic regulation,constant patrollingand
checking on traffic violations etc. as elaborated in the enclosed note.
3. In view of the importance of this scheme* the Central Government had decided to finance the scheme for

an initial periodof oneyear which includes the cost of equipment as well as thatof personnel.The implementa-
tion of the scheme inclusive of the cost of personnel will thereafter be the responsibility of the respective State
Governments.TheState Governments have also been advised that theyshould formulate theirown scheme and
implement the same on the remaining sectors.
4. Duringoneof the Reviewmeetings in respectof Road Transport, the matter regardingthe implementation

of National Highway Patrolling Scheme was also discussed. Transport Secretary has desired that the officials
of this Ministry including Superintending Engineers of the Roads Wing may make surprise checks to see the
status of implementation of the scheme and functioning of TAPs. You are therefore requested to carry out
periodic inspection of the TAPs in your jurisdiction and furnish a report in the prescribed proforma (copy
enclosed) toTransport Wing/Roads Wing of the Ministry. This step will facilitate monitoring the efficacy and
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