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606.1.

No. NHW/P/2/77 Doted the 15th March, 1977

To
All Chief Engineers/Principal Engineers in the States and Union Territories (Deptt dealing with
National Highways!

»ub:Quick removal of vehicles involved in accidents on National Highways by State Police Authorities concerned

Instances have come to the notice of this Ministry where the vehicles involved in accidents on National
Highways are allowed to remain at the site of the accidents for long periods for the police authorities to take
Panchanama Report etc. resulting in serious discomfort for the fast moving traffic using the National Highway
system. As the National Highways are designed for fast moving traffic and the Govt of India have to make
heavy investments on them to cater to the needs of the high speed traffic, obstructions of any kind on the
National Highways are undesirable. It appears that the delay in the removal of vehicles and other things from
the accident sites is due to the time involved in the arrival of the police party at the sites and the time taken in
collecting material for pursuing the matter in the Court of Law. The Govt of India feel, that in the case of
accidentson National Highways the police party should immediately proceed to thesite and arrange to remove
the vehicles etc. from the National Highway as quickly as possibleafter the accident, of course after completing
needed requirements, in order to enable the free flow of the traffic on the National Highways to be resumed
without any delay. I am, therefore, to request that you may kindly consult and discuss the matter with the State
Police Authorities concerned to explore the ways and means as to how the vehicles involved in accidents on
National Highways could be removed from the site as quickly as possible after the occurrence of the accident
and as to how the process could be made speedier to clear the roads.
1.2 Onesuggestion in this regard is for the police authorities to arrange for the expeditious photograph of the
vehicles and other articles involved in the accident at the place of accident, record other necessary evidence
and then remove the vehicle from the carriageway.
2. Similarly in some instances, repairs to the vehicles which break down on their journey on the National
Highway are also attended to on the National Highway in some cases on the carriageway. This is extremely
dangerous to the fast moving traffic using the National Highway system. With the help of the State Police
authorities the vehicle (which has to be repaired) should be got removed to the shoulders and repairs effected
on the shoulders without causing hindrance to the free flow of traffic using the National Highway system, as
otherwise the vehicles which has broken down and lefton the National Highway withoutany red light etc. may
lead to another accident
3. I am further to request you kindly, to send your report in the matter to this Ministry after discussing with
the concerned state police authorities at an early date.
4. Immediate action is requested.

No. PL-30 (49)/79

606.2.

Dated the 3rd July; 1980

To

All State Chief Engineers dealing with Roads

Sub: Increased road safety— Problem of accidents on side road junctions

The problem of increasing accidentson roads hasbeen engagingattention of the Government since quite
some time. A detailed study of this aspect was made by the Study Group on Road Safety set up by the Ministry
which submitted its report in JuneT72. Recommendations of the Study Group were circulated among all the
State Governments and also considered by the Transport Development Council at its 10th meeting held in
Feb.‘73.Thereafter the matter was discussed by theStanding Committee of the T.D.C. on Road Transport at its
11th meeting held in November, 1973. The consensus of views at these meetings was that the State
Governments should take immediate steps to improvesafety on roads based on suggestions made by theStudy
Group, and earmark separate finances for the same if necessary.
2. In pursuance of the objective to improve safety on roads, Ministry has also been pressing the States for
creation of separate Traffic Engineering Cells in the P.W.Ds so that there should be a focal agency to analyse
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all the trafficand accident data on a continuing basis, enablingidentification of the vulnerable accident-prone
spots and the remedial measures to be adopted to these.The issue has figured frequently at other forums too,
e.g. Annual Sessions of the IRC, Chief Engineers' meetings etc. A short while back the Ministry had agreed to
initial financing of these Traffic Cells against CRF (Allocation) Account of the States. Certain States have
already taken advantage of this scheme and set up Traffic Cells of their own.The need for such Cells with pro-
perly trained staff cannot be overemphasised It is therefore requested that theState P.W.Ds should give urgent
consideration to setting up of Traffic Cells where this has not been done, and having their officers trained in
this discipline. Just now the IRC is organising Road Safety Workshops periodically at different places. The
literature put out for these Workshops contains very useful guidance about different aspects of road safety. It
should be worthwhile for the State P.W.Ds to take advantage of these Workshops, as also other refresher cour-
ses being offered in this field by different organisations, by deputing their officers for participation in
these.

3. It has come to Ministry's notice that an important reason contributing to accidents, especially on trunk
routes such as National Highways, is the preponderance of poorly designed junctions with side roads meeting
the main highway at intervals. Common deficiencies at such junctions are absence of appropriate road signs
and markings, lack of necessary channelisation etc. In order to remove this cause of accidents, it is requested
that the State Govts, may survey all the National Highways and examine the need for improving the more
important side road junctions on these with respect to the need for channelisation, road signs, markings etc.
Estimates for such improvements, where necessary, may be sent to the Ministry for sanction on priority
basis.
4. Chief Engineers of State P.W.Ds are requested to takeearly action in above regard and inform the Minis-
tiy urgently about the present position of setting up Traffic Engineering Cells, as also survey of the side road
junctions along National Highways in need of immediate improvement Action taken on these points may
please be intimated to the Ministry latest by 30th August, 1980.
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