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(ii) Excellent visibility both during day and night imparted by the constituent transparent beads

(iii) Quicker drying time
(iv) Improved skid resistance
(v) Good abrasion resistance

(vi) UnalTected by extreme weather/climatic conditions
(vii) Suitable for bituminous, concrete and metallic surfaces
(viii) Non-cracking and stability on laying
(ix) Good bondage to the surface and non-softening at high temperatures
(x) Low flow resistance and low viscosity for easy application

(xi) No change in colour due to atmospheric changes.

The material, though costly in the first instance is claimed to be cost effective in the long run due to its lon-
ger service life apart from the advantages listed above. As reported, pavement markings using this material laid
on trial basis as for back as in 1981 in Bombay city, have stood the rigours oflarge vehicular traffic and the
climatic fluctuations. Pavement markings using this material have also reportedly been provided along
National Highways in Nasik and Pune in May/June, 1984 and similar applications are due to be laid in
Kolhapur (on Poona-Bombay road) in May, 1985.

The firm are prepared to take up the work of pavement markings on a turnkey basis (inclusive of cost of
materials, application, overheads eta) and have already designed a laying machine which is being used on the
jobs executed and those in hand. For augmenting the speed and accuracy oflaying operations, the firm are
reportedly contemplating acquisition of a sophisticated mechanised applicator from abroad.

In view of the claimed superiority of the thermoplastic pavement marking paint and its potential for wide
applicability on Indian Roads for improving road safety and for reducing the incidence of traffic accidents, the
suitability, durability and cost-effectiveness of the material is required to be examined in the content of Indian
Road, traffic and climatic/environmental conditions before advocating the same for general usage. With this
objective in view, you may like to consider giving this material a trial on an experimental basis, monitor its per-
formance and communicate necessary feedback to the Ministry on its suitability and performance
characteristics.

For any further information and details regarding this material i.e. its specifications, mode-of application,
availability, cost etc, you may please contact “ Recondo Limited, Cooperative Insurance Building Sir
Phirozshah Mehta Road, Fort, Bombay-400001 (attention Dr. ICS. Moorthy)”

602.12.
No.RW/NHVI-80 (l )/74 Dated the 14th May, 1985

To
The Chief Engineers of All States and Union Territories dealing with National Highways

Sub : Revision of traffic signs

Modified instructions with regard to installation of new road signs were communicated to you vide
Ministry’s letter of even number dated the 29th October, 1984 with the extended target date of 1st June, 1987 for
complete switch-over to the new sign system. It was also indicated in the said letter that the cost of these signs will
be charged to National Highway original works for which separate provision can be made in the Seventh Five
Year Plan and accordingly suitable proposals and work estimates for installation of new signs were
called for.

A review of the progress achieved in this direction has, however, revealed that not much headway has so
far been made. Now that a little over two years are left for the new sign system to be fully operational which
includes framing and furnishingof the cost estimates by the state PWD, sanction by the Ministry arid installa-
tion of the new traffic signs, prompt and coordinated action by all concerned to complete all these activities
within the scheduled time is deemed necessary. With this objective in view, you are requested to furnish a
detailed status report indicating present position of framing and submission of proposals/cost estimates for
erection of new signs along National Highways in your State together with activity wise phased programmefor
completion of the work.

In view of the urgentcy of the matter, it will be appreciated if the status report as indicated above is fur-
nished by the 15th June, 1985.
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