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ensure that the suggestions made above are carried out latest by 31st December, 1978 under intimation to
this Office.

4320.2

No. PL-67 (29)/76-NHVI Dated the 22nd September, 1978

To
All Chief Engineers of States/Union Territories dealing with National Highways and other Central Sec-
tor Bridge Works

Sub : Periodic Inspection of Highway Structures on National Highways

Kindly refer to this Office letter No. PL-67 (29)/76 dated 26th May 1977, forwarding therewith the detailed
requirements alongwith the proforma for maintaining Bridge Registers as well as conducting periodic inspec-
tions of highway structures on National Highways. Since the Indian Roads Congress has now published a Spe-
cial Publication No. 18 viz. '‘Manual for Highway Bridge Maintenance Inspection", it is requested that from
now onwards the instructions contained in the aforesaid manual may please be adhered to instead of those
communicated vide letter dated 26th May, 1977. The aforesaid manual is a priced publication and is available
with the Secretary. Indian Roads Congress. Shahjahan Road New Delhi-11001 L at a cost of Rs 15.00 per copy
(plus packing and postage chaiges).

2. It is, however, reiterated that the instructions communicated vide letter No. PL-67 (29)/76 dated 31st
August, 1978, regarding observations of river behaviour during floods and prompt attention to any adverse
effects noticed thereof, shall also continue to be followed in addition to the instructions contained in the IRC
Special Publication No. 18 mentioned above.

| 4320.3.

No. NHVI-67 (29)/76 Dated the 2nd March, 1983

To
All Chief Engineers of States/Union Territories dealing with National Highways and other Central Sec-
tor Bridge Works

Sub: Periodic Inspection and Maintenance of Highway Structures on National Highways

The importance of periodic inspection of bridge structures on National Highways has been highlighted
and brought to the notice of State Chief Engineers vide D.O. letter of even No. dated the 28th Feb’83 from Brig.
Gobindar Singh, Director General (Road Development) & Addl. Secretary and circular letters issued from
time to time. In this connection the I.R.C. have also issued “ Special Publication 18-Manual for Highway Bridge
Maintenance Inspection" in Feb78 for providing uniformity throughout the country and to serve as a
guideline to maintenance Engineers. The State Chief Engineers dealing with National Highways and other
Central Sector bridge works were also requested to, refer tothe above mentioned Special Publication vide this
office circular letter of even number dated the 22nd September, 1978 and again highlighted vide circular letter
of even number dated the 26th August,1982. So far the response in this connection has not been encouraging,
and therefore, to stress the importance of regular maintenance inspection of bridges for ensuring long term ser-
viceability, it has become imperative to enumerate below the salient aspects once again for guidance :
1.1. Manual of Inspections :

For uniformity in Maintenance inspection, various aspects as brought out in the I.RC. Special Publica-
tion No. 18-Manual for Highway Bridge Maintenance Inspection should be strictly followed.
12. Periodicity and Timing of Inspections ;

12.1. It is desirable to undertake inspection in those periods of theyear which offer the most critical evaluation
of the performance, as suggested below :

Items Time of Inspection
(a) Foundations, protective, works, scour effects, maximum flood During and after monsoon

level etc.
(b) High structures During season of high velocity winds
(c) Bearings and expansion joints During the extreme seasons and after floods
(d) Bridges in hilly terrain Before and after monsoon
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