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taken to repair che bridges, especially in the coostaTregkm where sea atmosphere corrodes the reinforcement
Each Superintending Engineer to have guniting machine in his T& P and train one of the workers to use this machine: Any
crack, spalling should be sealed immediately. “ A stitch in time saves nine."

iii) To indicate the date of cleaning and greasing of metallic bearings on the face of pier/abutment
iv) To provide necessary steps on either side of the bridge toenable the inspecting officer to go down to the bridge to inspeci the

underside of the girders etc.
v) To inspect the underside of the bridge with a boat and measure scour during monsoon at each of the piers wiih an echosoun-

der in respect of major bridges: and
vi) To remove at regular frequent intervals to bespecified by the Superintending Engineerof the Stale PWD incharge ofthe par-

ticular bridge any vegetation growth observed in the various parts of the bridge.

3.1. We shall be thankful if suitable instructions are issued to all officers incharge of maintenance of bridges
to bestow special attention regarding the above important requirements.
3.2. A copy of the instructions so issued may please bfc sent to this Ministry for record .
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No. RW/NH.III/P/13/85 Doted the 27th June. 1985

To
All Secretaries of State Governments & Union Territories dealing with Transport and Roads

Sub: Imposition of load restriction on certain sections of National Highways in which weak bridges and culverts are located

You may be aware that the tendency to overload transport vehicles beyond the statutory limits has been
increasing and has led to bad accidents causing serious damages or even collapse of weak bridges and
culverts on the National Highways at several places and disrupting traffic. It is, therefore, necessary that strict
vigilance is enforced with regard to loading of vehicles as well as restricting the load on vehicles which pass
through Sections of National Highways where weak bridges and culverts are located.
2. In terms of provisions under Section 74 of the Motor Vehicles Act, 1939, the State Govemment/Union
Territories are empowered to take action to restrict the weight that may be carried in any specified area/road in
the interest of public safety and convenience or because of the nature of any road or bridge. While doing so,
necessary trafficsigns indicating the prohibition orrestriction should also be put for the information of all con-
cerned. In this connection, circular letter No.TW/TGM(18)/82dated 27th September 1982 issued by the Minis-
try of Shipping and Transport.Government of India,may please be referred to and suitable action may kindly
be taken by the concerned State authorities immediately, to avoid accidents and/or damtfges-lo cross-drainage
structures on the National Highways and other roads.
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