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Government of lndia

Ministry of Road Transport & Highways

;-

1.

z.

The Chief Secretaries of att the State Governments/UTs

The principatSecretaries/ Secretaries of attstates/ uTs Pubtic works Department/ Road

construction Department/ Highways Department (deal'ing with Nationat Highways and

other centralty sponsored schemes)

The Director General (Border Roads), seema Sadak Bhawan, Ring Road' New Dethi- 110

01 0.

The chairman, Nationat Highwals Authority of lndia, G"5 & 6, Sector-10' Dwarka' New

Dethi- 1 10 075.

The Managing Director, Nationat Highway infrastructure Devetopment corporation

Ltd,,2nd Floor, Tower A, Wortd.].rade Centre, Nauroji Nagar,New Dethi - 110029

6, ALt E.ngineers-in-ch1ef arrel chieI Errgiltu'ers of Pubtic works DePartmcnt of states/

urs/Road construction Department/ Highways Departments (deating with Nationat

Highways ancl other Centralty Sponsored Schemes'

7, l-he Secretary Generat, lndian Roads Congress

B. The Director, IAHE, Noida, UP

3.

4.

5.

Subject:ConstitutionofpanelofExpertsforTunnelProjects'reg'

Sir,

The recent mishaps dur.ing construr:tion of tunnets, noteworthy being the Silkyara tunnel

episode, has hightighted the urgent netld for review of investigation' design and construction

of tunneI projects to identify and resotve the probtems and atso for ensuring comptiance to

national and internationat guidetines at the ti re of preparation of DPR'

2,lnordertoidentifyandaddressvariousissues/problemsatthetimeofDPRpreparation
and providing expert advice during construction stage, the Ministry has estabtished a

coltaborative framework with academic inst'itutjons and government organizations to address

variousaspectsviz.Geologicat,Geo-technicat&Geophysical'investigation'Design'Safety
Audjt, lnstrumentatjon and Monitoring pertaining to tunnel Projects' Further, the Ministry has

d
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also constituted an advisory panel comprising experts from oNGC, RVNL and THIDCL fOr

tendering expert advice during the appraisat of l'ong tunne[ (tength > 1'5 km) projects'

3. Accordingty, it has been decided that henceforth proposats for I'ong tunnel projects

(tength > 1.5 knr) on NHs must be submitted to DG(RD)ESS for technical review and obtaining

expert advice from advisory paneL wett before submitting the proposal for appraisal of

SFC/EFCi PIB/PPPAC.

4. The proposal must inter.atia inctude cletaits of geoLogicat/geotechnical'/geophysica[

studies, al,ignment rePort, design of tunneI incLuding electro-mechanicaI works'

instrumentation ft safety measures during construction and operations along with cost

estimates.

5. This issues with the approvat of Competent Authority'

SuPeri ntending Engineer

ForDirectorGeneral(RoadDevelopment)&specialSecretary
E' mail': tunnetzonemorth@gmait" com

Copy To:

1. Atl, Cts in the Ministry of Road Transport & Highways

Atl, ROs of the Ministiy of Road Transport ft Highways

Itic_tot. uptoaoing on'l/{inittry's website under "whats new"

Copy for information to:

1. PS to Hon'bte Minister (RTftH)

2, P5 to Hon'bte MOS (RT&H)

3, PSO to SecretarY (RT&H)

4. PSO to DG (RD) e SS

5. 5r. PPS/PPS to ADGs/AS&FA/AS(NHIDCL Cetl')

6. Sr, PPS to JS HighwaYs
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Yours SincerelY,


