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3. Itis requested that the above instructions may bebrought to the noticeof allconcerned.It may also please
beensured that noexcess of any kind occurs over thefunds allotted formaintenance during the year,maintain-
ing sub-head-wise control as well as National Highway-wise.
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No. NHTII-33 (50)/72 Dated the 12th March 1976

Sub: Improvement and maintenance of Inspection Bungalows and Rest Houses on National Highways

According to the advice given by the Union Ministry of Law, Inspection Bungalows or Rest Houses
adjoining or appurtenant ttf the National Highways are not covered by the definition of the term "National
Highways” as given in Section 4 of the National Highways Act, 1956, and, therefore, these buildings cannot
become part of the National Highway property simply by virtue of declaration of a road as a National
Highways under the aforesaidAct No expenditure can thus be incurred from National Highway Funds, on the
improvement and maintenance of the Inspection Bungalows Rest Houses, adjoining or appurtenant to the
National Highways, which have not been constructed on National Highway land with Central Government
money. The position is, however, different in the case of Inspection Bungalows/Rest Houses, the ownership of
which has been formally transferred, by executing an agreement; to the Central Government by the State
Governments; in^uch cases, these buildings formally vest in the Central Government and have, therefore, to
be improved/maintained from National Highway Funds. So far, only one State Government, namely Andhra
Pradesh, has executed a transfer deed transferring onwnership of certain Inspection Bungalows/Rest Houses
to the Central Government Since the Governments of Uttar Pradesh, Bihar, West Bengal and Assam had
agreed to transfer ownership of the Inspection Bunglows/Rest Houses to the Central Government, this Minis-
try had agreed on 20th August, 1963, to meet all expenditure on the maintenance and improvement on the
buildings in question. But despite a number of reminders, the State Governments of Uttar Pradesh, West
Bengal and Assam have not formally executed a transfer deed and, therefore, they have been informed that if
they do not execute the requisite transfer deed by 31st March,1976 at the latest it will be assumed that they want
to retain the ownership of these buildings and in that event they will have to reimburse to the Government of
India the entire expenditure incurred by them from Central Funds on the maintenance and improvement of
the Inspection Bungalows and Rest Houses in their States.
2. The State Governments of Bihar and Rajasthan have forwarded the requisite transfer deeds which are
being examined As regards the remainingStates, it has been decided not to pursue the matter of transfer of the
ownership of the Bungalows/Rest Houses there to the Central Government
3» All the Technical Officers etc. in the Roads Wing are requested to take note of the position stated above,
while approving/releasing any funds to the State Governments for the maintenance/improvement of
National Highways.

All Technical Officers, L.S. (N.H.) A/US (NH)B/W.S. (B)/AI1 Sections (Roads Wing)
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No. NHIII/P/16/76 Dated the 17th March 19*76

To
All State Governments
(Departments dealing with roads)

Sub : Acceptance of central financial liability for the development/maintenance of urban road links of National Highways

I am directed to say that under the constitution, the Government of India are primarily responsible for
maintenance and development of roads declared as National Highways and all other roads fall within the
sphere of State responsibilities.According to Section 2 (1) of the National Highway Act, 1956 (No. 48 of 1956),
such Sections of the National Highways as are situated within any"municipal area” (which term under the
aforesaid Act means with a population of twenty thousand or more, the control or management of which is
entrusted to a municipal committee, a town area committee, a town committee or any other authority) are not
regarded as part of the National Highways.The responsibility for the development, improvement and main-
tenance of the urban road links of National Highways lying within the aforesaid municipal areas is thus that of
the State Government or the local body concerned. However, in order to assist the State Governments in the
proper maintenance and upkeep of the urban road links of the National Highways, the Government of India
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