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credited to the Forest DeptL { am not certain about the practice in regard to the value of the land itself. This may vary from State to
State. At any rate, this is not likely to be very large and should not, therefore, be allowed to stand in the way of arriving at a satisfac-
tory < element between the States and the Centre.

EXTRACT OF THE NOTES OF SECRETARY (FINANCE)

While agreeing generally with the Transport Secretary's observations, I would suggest that no exception need be made for forest
lands. The liability for compensating any commercial organisation of the State Govt should rest with the State and not be undertaken
by the Centre
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No. NHIII/P/10/76 Dated the 4th Nov., 1977
To

The Secretary All State Govts.
(Deptts. dealing with National Highways).

Subject : National Highways— Acquisition of lands for National Highways— Registration of their title, in the name of Central
Government

In supersession of this Ministry's circular letter No. NHII/P/10/76 dated 2nd August, 1977 i am direc-
ted to say that according to Section 4 of the National Highways Act, 1956 all National Highways vest in the
Union of [ndia and therefore, the ownership of all the National Highways, including all lands acquired for
the development of National Highways vests in the name of the Government of India. It is therefore
appropriate that the title of all such lands should be registered in the name of the Central Government It
has been reported in this connection by some of our Regional Officers/Engineer Liaison Officers that the
practice of registering the title of lands acquired for the Central Government for National Highway pur-
poses is not being uniformly followed by some of the State Governments. I am, therefore, to request you
kindly to ensure that the title of all lands already acquired or as may be acquired for this Ministry in future
for National Highway purposes, is invariably registered in the name of the Central Government It will go
a long way to ensure implementation of this requirement if suitable instructions are issued by the State
Governments to the State Revenue Authorities concerned with the actual acquistion of such lands.
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No. NHJII/P/43/82 Dated the 7th Aug., 1982
To

All State Chief Engineers
( dealing with National Highways)

Subject : Need to limit acquisition of land to the minimum necessary area

I am directed to forward herewith a copy of D.O. letter No. 22dLl/29/2/82-LRD dated 18.6.82
( Appendix-1) from Shri S.C. Verma. Secretary (RD), Ministry of Rural Development Krishi Bhavan,
New Delhi addressed to Shri Mohinder Singh, Secretary, Ministry of Shipping and Transport,
Transport Bhavan, New Delhi on the subject mentioned above for your guidance and necessary
action.

2. The Standards for the width of land to be acquired for various categories of highways have
already been laid down by the Indian Roads Congress and the lands are to be normally acquired as
per these Standards. With a view to conserving useful lands especially in agricultural and urban
fringe areas, utmost restraint may be exercised in land acquisition so that only land as is necessary
for a highway project is actually acquired.

3. The contents of this letter may be brought to the notice of all concerned
Enclosure to fetter No. NHIII/P/43/82 dt the 7ih August 1982 APPENDIX 1

LETTER NO. 2201 l /2^/2/H2- LRD, DATED IK.6.82 FROM SECRETARY ( RD). MINISTRY OF RURAL DEVELOPMENT, KRISHI
BHAVAN. NEW DELHI ADDRESSED TO THE SECRETARY, MINISTRY OF SHIPPING AND TRANSPORT, TRANSPORT
BHAVAN, NEW DELH 1

It has been brought to the notice of the Prime Minister that in a number of cases, land has been acquired for public purposes
in a liberal scale and far in excess of actual requirement, thereby causing avoidable hardship to a number of landowners. The Prime
Minister has expressed grave concern over this development and has desired that to acquisition of land for public purposes should be


	Circulars and Directives on NH (Volume-1)
	192168001080-0000002598-0907291024


